N Evangelii Gaudium (EG)

Pope Francis leaves us in

no doubt as to our obliga-

tion to include everyone:

“The joy of the Gospel is for all

people: no one can be excluded.”

(EG 23)

Francis continues: “Above all

poor and the sick, those who

a spised and over-

looked” should be prioritised for
our care and concern (EG 48).

One hundred thousand people
living with HIV and AIDS
(PLWH) in the UK today
surely included in this category.
HIV affects the poorest people
in our sc ) roportionately,
many live on welfare benefits,
are refugees, in debt and in hous-
ing need. Despite medical ad-

s many still suffer with de-
bilitating sickness and die at a
younger age than in the general
population. They are often iso-
lated and alone, despised by oth-
ers because stigma and prejudice
persist, and sadly, they are gen-
erally overlooked in our urches.

The stigma that surrounds
HIV in our churches, means that
Christian PLWH are excluded
from the Gospel invitation “to

e who
gaves us’
fected and affected, stigma, judge-
ment, silence, or simple
ignorance in our communities
ffectively cancels out this invi-
tation of which Pope F S
writes: “Under no circumstances
can this invitation be obscured!”
(EG

Catholics for AIDS Prevention
and Supp (CAPS) es
ensure that the Gospel invitation
is extended to all people affected
by HIV in our countr Through
our national HIV peer support

- support groups
nd Manch
ter, we enable PLWH who
Christians to embody Christ
each other.

Living with HIV remains c 1al-
lenging, and people are always
deeply shocked by the trauma of

HIV is also

frien

The help and understanding
offered during this time by people
who understand the fears, anxi-
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eties and problems that come ¢ y ¢ or prayer and
2 v themselves hav Christian fell 1ip. Opportu-

lived with HIV he especially  nities in communit, wl

healing. Through our networks itself in the crucit

we offer pastoral support, listen-  Jesusis ren where the most

ing, understanding, ptance, rof ] ns and daily

material help, and most impor 3

the Catholic

. research and ¢

to a deepening of faith and a
strengthening of belief in God,
who invites us constantly towards
re. When empowered, Christian
the personal

encounter with Christ, for each
other: to calm fears; offer hope;
enact the love of God; and open

are also in-
to promote

na remains

single most powerful obstac
adequate care and support, and

norance
people confront the realities o
HIV in their ishes, schoo
and work-places
s help our wider
family to do this, through work-
We also
gencies,

standing of Christian faith. We
are a Christian presence in the
secular world of HIV.

APS is a totally volunteer
run charity. Remarkably,
we pIC
tional Chri
sponse for those di
Hiv. The
spected as a key \
response to HIV and AIDS in-
ternationally. So too, in this coun-
try, CAPS memb hope that
anyone living among us, in ected
or affected by HIV, will know
that our Church wishes to include
them res about them. As
Pope Francis reminds us: “Tt
is one sign which we should never
» option for those who
are least, those whom society
discards.” (EG 195)

H Vincent Manning is the chair
of CAPS. The charity is part of
CSAN (Caritas Social Action
Network). For more
information about CAPS
please visit our website:
www.caps-uk.org/

M To donate go to www.
caps-uk.org/funding.htm and
click on ‘donate’ or make a
cheque payable to ‘CAPS’ and
send c/o 4 Thring House,
Stockwell Rd., London SW9
9EU






